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Gender of Nouns

There are three genders in Russian: masculine, feminine and neuter. You can usually determine the
gender of a noun by its ending. Here are some basic rules, although exceptions exist:

Masculine (M) Feminine (7K) Neuter (C)
ZIOM - consonant KaptuHa -a [Incemo -0
paii -it Hctopus -1 Ilnatee -e

Herogsa, nexymka,

Bpems -ms
mama, kode PeML

Nouns ending in the soft sign -b can be either masculine or feminine: gems (day - masculine),
xm3Hb (life - feminine). The best way to tell the gender of such nouns is to memorize it as you progress
with your Russian language study.

Singular and Plural

English plurals often end in -s. In Russian, there are more endings to make plurals, look below:

Noun type Ending for plural Example
masculine nouns ending in a hard consonant; o JKYPHAI - )KyPHAJIEI
feminine noun ending in -a YIIHIIA - YITHITED

S . peus - peun

any nouns ending in -b, -i, -1 -a

3eMJIS - 3eMITH

: .. : . HOX - HOXH

masculine and feminine with the stem ending in -
-H Kunra — xkauru
K, -T, -X, -4, -IN, -K, -1,
o oor - 6oru
neuter ending in -0 -a OKHO - OKHA
neuter ending in -e -5 coOpanue - coOpaHHs

Some nouns are always singular. These are nouns that designate substances kuciopona, meas (oxygen,
copper), food products caxap, myka (sugar, flour), a block of objects medeas (furniture), some actions
oxora (hunting), feelings 106085, 3M0poBBe (love, health), sorts of fabric 6apxar (velvet),

medicine acmapuH (aspirin), some vegetables and berries kapTrodeas, MopkoBs (potato, carrots).





